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that Essex burst out. " Digest me no digestions,"
he cried; " for the attorneyship for Francis is that
I must have. And in that I will spend all my power,
might, authority, and amity, and with tooth and nail
defend and procure the same for him against whom-
soever ; and whosoever getteth this office out of my
hands for any other, before he have it, it shall cost
him the coming by. And this be you assured of,
Sir Robert; for now do I fully declare myself. And
for your own part, Sir Robert, I think strange both
of my lord Treasurer and you that you can have the
mind to seek the preference of a stranger before so
near a kinsman/' Sir Robert made no reply; and
the coach rattled on, with its burden of angry
ministers. Henceforth there was no concealment;
the two parties faced each other fiercely; they would
try their strength over Coke and Bacon.

But Elizabeth grew more ambiguous than ever.
The week passed, and there was no sign of an
appointment. To make any decision upon any
subject at all had become loathsome to her. She
lingered in a spiritual palsy at Hampton Court; she
thought she would go to Windsor; she gave orders
to that effect, and countermanded them. Every
day she changed her mind: it was impossible for
her to determine even whether she wanted to move
or to stay still. The whole Court was in an agony,
half packed up. The carter in charge of the wagons
in which the royal belongings were carried had been
summoned for the third time, and for the third time